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(Hommoniuealtl)  of  illassarijitseits 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OE  THE  STATE  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

It  becomes  again  our  duty  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
school  under  our  charge,  and  this  duty  is  also  a  pleasure, 
from  the  fact  that  the  experience  of  another  year  has  only 
confirmed  our  confidence  in  its  character  and  management. 

We  believe  two  things  to  he  absolutely  essential  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful  carrying  on  of  such  a  work  as  the  Commonwealth  lias 
undertaken  at  Lancaster  :  First,  that  clear-eyed  Christian 
humility  which  ever  leads  one  to  see  his  own  failings,  and 
acknowledge  what  has  been  done  for  him,  and  which  induces 
him  to  make  every  allowance  for  the  peculiar  circumstances 
and  temptations  of  others  :  And  then  that  self-sacrificing  love, 
begotten  of  love  bestowed,  which  is  willing,  in  faithful  hope, 
to  endure  much,  to  be  God’s  instrument  in  saving  the  souls 
and  bodies  of  those  brought  under  its  influence. 

Our  girls  would  quickly  discern  the  lack  of  either  of  these 
principles,  in  their  teachers,  and  such  discovery  would  be  fatal 
to  all  success  in  their  behalf. 

It  is  because  we  fully  believe  that  the  Superintendent  and 
his  assistants  are  thus  actuated  and  incited  in  their  responsible 
and  arduous  work,  that  we  make  our  Report  in  such  present 
satisfaction,  and  with  such  confidence  of  ultimate  success. 

This  institution  has  long  since  passed  from  the  condition  of 
an  experiment ;  the  end  proposed,  the  reformation  of  these 
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poor  girls,  lias  been  attained,  in  many  and  many  a  case.  We 
do  indeed  often  fail  to  reform  those  sent  to  us ;  but  could  you 
know  tlie  wretched  condition,  bodily,  mental  and  moral,  of 
some  of  these,  your  wonder  would  be  that  we  ever  succeed 
with  such. 

Inheriting  the  most  depraved  tastes,  born  sometimes  in 
the  midst  of  filth,  cradled  in  a  heap  of  rags,  breathing  an 
atmosphere  so  thick  with  curses  that  they  have  become  familiar 
to  her  ears,  until  the  first  uncertain  lisping  of  her  infant  tongue 
draws  the  applause  of  those  who  listen,  with  pleased  recogni¬ 
tion,  to  the  attempted  oath, — so  living  until  familiarized  to  all 
brutality,  false  from  education,  unbridled  in  the  indulgence  of 
passion,  till  the  will  is  bound  captive  by  evil  habits,  yet  still  a 
child,  she  comes  to  us.  Is  there  any  hope  for  her  ?  Yes  ! 
Some,  just  such,  when  they  came  to  us,  have  gone  forth  to 
become  valuable  members  of  society,  and  now  fill  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  What  has  accomplished  this  mar¬ 
vellous  change  ?  No  mere  hired  servant  performance  of  duty, 
but  the  power  of  earnest,  self-sacrificing,  prayerful  love,  the 
love  which  is  born  from  above,  and  thence  obtains  its  incentive, 
strength  and  courage. 

This  is  the  spirit  which,  in  more  or  less  measure,  we  feel 
confident,  rules  and  guides  those  who  now  have  charge  of  the 
several  houses,  and  no  other  incentive  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  very  arduous  duties  and  constant  responsibility  of  the 
position.  So  severe  a  tax  is  it  of  mind  and  body,  that  we  have, 
during  the  past  year,  appointed  vacations  for  all  those  employed, 
and  have  insisted  upon  their  taking  them. 

We  would  not  give  the  impression  that  the  above  description 
would  apply  to  many  of  the  girls  who  come  to  us.  It  does 
not.  But  we  do  receive  some  such,  and  those  of  every  degree 
above  it,  to  the  innocent  young  child  who  should  never  have 
been  sent,  and  for  whom  the  school  was  not  intended.  We 
would  most  respectfully  represent  that  sufficient  care  is  not 
always  taken,  by  those  who  commit  girl's,  to  ascertain  that  they 
are  fit  subjects  for  the  school,  i.  e.,  that  they  have  really  shown 
at  least  a  strong  tendency  to  vice,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
not  become  so  depraved  as  to  render  them  pests  in  the  family, 
and  to  make  the  prospect  of  their  reformation  almost  hopeless. 
Care  should  especially  be  taken  not  to  send  us  such  as  are 
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feeble-minded,  for  with  them  we  can  do  comparatively  nothing, 
and  we  need  the  room  for  more  hopeful  subjects. 

In  this  connection  we  touch  a  question  of  much  importance, 
and  which  has  caused  us  great  anxiety.  What  can  be  done 
with  one  whom  we  have  just  spoken  of  as  poisonously 
depraved  ?  The  sure  injury  to  others,  and  the  almost  no  hope 
for  her,  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  from  us,  but  we  can 
only  return  her  to  her  legal  guardian,  and  oftentimes  we  can 
but  hand  her  over  to  the  town  from  which  she  was  sent,  thus 
giving  her  the  same  power  for  evil  as  before,  and  allowing  her 
again  to  be  a  physical  and  moral  poison  to  the  community. 
We  feel  some  reluctance  in  proposing  a  remedy  for  this  evil, 
and  will  only  say  that  we  have  thought,  since  we  ourselves 
could  not  have  the  power  to  send  her  to  a  house  of  correction, 
that  perhaps  we  might  be  allowed,  after  a  fair  trial,  to  return 
her  to  the  commissioner,  as  unfit  for  the  school,  that  he  might, 
if  he  saw  fit,  sentence  her  to  a  more  appropriate  place.  We 
mention  this  only  as  a  possible  way  to  meet  the  case,  and 
earnestly  commend  the  subject  to  your  better  judgment. 

The  expediency  of  indenturing  is  a  question  which  has  been 
constantly  before,  us,  and  we  are  less  and  less  inclined  to  it, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  youngest  children.  We  find  very  few 
families  who  are  able  to  feel  the  personal  interest,  and  take  the 
care  necessary  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  older.  So  long  as 
these  remain  under  the  loving  and  unremitted  care  of  the 
school,  they  do  very  well ;  but  the  moment  they  are  withdrawn 
from  a  direct  and  active  influence  for  good,  and  feel  there  is  no 
personal  interest  taken  in  them,  they  become  discouraged,  their 
usefulness  is  at  an  end,  and  they  are  returned  to  us,  in  many 
cases,  much  the  worse  for  their  short  absence. 

We  beg  leave  to  present  herewith  the  usual  reports  of  the 
Superintendent,  Physician,  and  Farmer,  to  which  we  refer  for 
more  particular  information  concerning  the  school. 

RUSSELL  STURGIS,  Jr., 
DANIEL  DENNY, 

GEO.  CUMMINGS, 

GEO.  B.  EMERSON, 

JACOB  FISHER, 

ALBERT  TOLMAN, 

Trustees. 


Dr.  Industrial  School  in  account  with  Francis  B.  Fat,  Treasurer. 
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INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY. 


Personal  property  in  Superintendent’s  office,  in- 


eluding  library, 

$365 

Personal  property  in  the  chapel,  . 

400 

“  “  “  store-room, 

350 

Produce  of  the  farm  on  hand, 

1,737 

Valuation  of  stock, 

1,785 

“  of  farming  utensils, 

709 

Property  in  House  No.  1, — furniture,  clothing, 

&c., 

1,700 

“  House  No.  2,  “ 

U 

u 

1,650 

“  House  No.  3,  “ 

u 

u 

1,725 

“  House  No.  4,  “ 

u 

a 

1,800 

“  House  No.  5,  “ 

u 

u 

1,100 

113, 321 


00 

00 

00 

15 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

15 
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SUPERINTENDENT  AND  CHAPLAIN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls , 

at  Lancaster: 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  the  Tenth 
Annual  Report,  together  with  the  following  tabular  statements : 

Number  present  in  the  institution  October  1, 1864,  143 

received  during  the  year,  ...  54 

returned  from  indentures,  ...  17 

returned  from  hospital,  ....  3 

returned  on  visit,  having  no  other  home,  .  4 — 221 

indentured  during  the  year,  ...  34 

returned  to  friends,  or  placed  at  service, 
time  having  expired,  ....  17 

discharged  as  unsuitable,  from  ill  health, 
incapacity,  &c.,  .....  16 

discharged  to  parents  or  good  homes,  .  19 

sent  to  hospital, . 3 

now  present  in  the  institution, .  .  .  132 — 221 

received  into  school  from  its  opening,  .  464 

returned  from  indentures  from  opening,  .  55 

returned  from  hospital,  ....  8 — 527 

Of  this  number  (527)  there  are 
Indentured,  ........  48 

Delivered  to  friends  at  the  expiration  of  their  time, 
or  who  have  completed'  their  term  of  indenture,  254 
Sent  to  hospitals  and  almshouses,  .  .  .  .18 

Discharged  as  unsuitable, . 42 

Dismissed  to  their  parents, . 29 

Deceased, . 2 
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Escaped,  (first  year,)  ......  2 

Now  present  in  school, .  132 — 527 

Number  of  separate  families,  ....  5 
Present  limit  of  accommodations,  ....  140 

Average  attendance  for  the  year,  ....  140 


Of  the  number  now  in  the  institution,  there  were  born — 


In  Massachusetts, 

103 

Of  American  parentage,  . 

61 

Maine, 

9 

Irish,  .... 

42 

New  Hampshire, 

6 

English, 

1 

New  York,  . 

6 

German, 

1 

Maryland,  . 

1 

French  Canadian, 

3 

Virginia, 

1 

African, 

6 

Texas, 

1 

Scotch, 

2 

Wisconsin,  . 

o 

Swiss,. 

1 

England, 

2 

Mixed, 

14 

Ireland, 

1—132 

Unknown,  . 

1—132 

Both  parents  living, . 

35 

Lived  at  home, 

77 

One  parent  living,  . 

55 

From  home,  . 

55—132 

Orphans, .... 

42—132 

Before  coming,  attended  school — 

Attended  some  religious  service— 

For  some  time, 

80 

Frequently, 

80 

For  a  short  time, 

48 

Seldom,  .... 

39 

Not  at  all, 

4—132 

Not  at  all, 

13—132 

Of  those  now  members  of  the  school,  we  have — 

Of  nine  years  of  age, 

5 

Of  fourteen,  . 

22 

ten,  .  .  .  . 

o 

fifteen, 

34 

eleven, 

8 

sixteen, 

20 

twelve, 

9 

seventeen,  . 

13—132 

thirteen, 

19 

Of  those  committed  this  year 

,  when  sent  to  us,  there 

were — 

Of  eight  years  of  age, 

2 

Of  twelve, 

6 

nine,  .  .  .  . 

3 

thirteen, 

8 

ten,  .  .  .  . 

4 

fourteen, 

17 

eleven, 

5 

fifteen, 

9—54 

Received  this  year 

from 

Suffolk  County, 

15 

Berkshire  County,  . 

1 

Essex  County,. 

8 

Plymouth  County,  . 

2 

Bristol  County, 

1 

Norfolk  County, 

4 

Middlesex  County,  . 

11 

Hampden  County,  . 

1—54 

Worcester  County,  . 

11 
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Of  those  indentured  this  year,  there  are  in 


Suffolk  County, 

2 

Franklin  County, 

1 

Worcester  County,  . 

14 

New  Hampshire, 

1 

Middlesex  County,  . 

6 

Connecticut, 

1 

Essex  County,. 

7 

Wisconsin, 

1—34 

Berkshire  County,  . 

1 

Of  the  whole  number,  since 

the  opening  of  the 

school,  we 

have  received  from 

Suffolk  County, 

143 

Berkshire  County,  . 

.  15 

Worcester  County,  . 

72 

Barnstable  County,  . 

.  10 

Essex  County, . 

64 

Hampden  County,  . 

9 

Middlesex  County,  . 

67 

Plymouth  County,  . 

9 

Bristol  County, 

37 

Hampshire  County, . 

5 

Norfolk  County, 

31 

Franklin  County,  . 

2—464 

The  above  statistics  present  an  outline  of  our  labor,  or  the 
numerical  features  of  our  work.  Although  they  are  mere 
figures,  they  represent  the  living,  immortal  souls  intrusted  to 
our  care  to  reclaim  from  ignorance  and  vice,  to  instruct,  mould, 
and  discipline  for  usefulness,  happiness  and  honor  here,  and  to 
train  “  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,”  for  glory, 
honor,  immortality  and  eternal  life. 

The  institution,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  charac¬ 
terized  by  no  peculiar  occurrences  requiring  especial  remark, 
but  has  continued  in  its  ordinary  course  of  labor,  discipline  and 
instruction,  and  of  rich  blessing,  we  believe,  to  the  great  majority 
of  its  inmates,  and  thus  to  the  families  in  our  Commonwealth 
with  which  they  are,  or  will  be,  in  the  future,  connected. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  somewhat  below  the  aver¬ 
age  of  former  years,  not,  however,  owing  to  residence  here,  but 
rather  to  their  depraved  inherited  condition,  or  to  disease  con¬ 
tracted  by  them  previously  to  committal.  No  serious  case  of  acute 
sickness  has  occurred,  and,  save  a  few  consumptive  patients,  our 
Physician  has  been  called  upon  to  treat  only  those  afflicted  with 
weakness  or  disease  of  a  scrofulous  or  a  syphilitic  nature.  We 
have  been  somewhat  burdened  with  the  number  of  these  girls, 
requiring,  as  they  do,  the  especial  care  and  attention  of  the 
Matrons,  and  unable,  as  they  are,  to  perform  their  appropriate 
part  of  the  work  of  the  family.  We  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  course  relative  to  these  we  should  pursue.  Usually 
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they  come  from  wretched  homes,  or  no  homes  at  all,  and,  if  we 
discharge  them,  we  are  required  by  law  to  return  them  to  their 
parents  or  guardians,  and  thus,  frequently,  only  expose  them  to 
well-nigh  certain  destructive  influences ;  and  yet  it  seems 
improper  to  retain  them  here,  as  they  cannot  profit  by  the  privi¬ 
leges  here  afforded,  as  would  others  who  are  pressed  upon  us  for 
reception,  and  even  should  we  retain  them  till  eighteen  years  of 
age,  they  would  probably  be  of  very  limited  service  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  from  their  completely  debilitated  or  diseased  condition, 
while  others  of  more  vigorous  health  would  prove,  if  reformed, 
of  decided  value  in  society.  We  see,  as  yet,  no  other  course  to 
pursue  but  to  return  them  to  their  parents,  or,  in  case 
of  orphans,  to  the  almshouses,  which,  in  case  of  aliens,  is 
ultimately,  of  course,  to  the  State  Almshouses. 

Our  schools  have  been  conducted  with  great  fidelity  and  zeal. 
At  present  we  have  not  pupils  of  so  great  proficiency  as  in  some 
past  years ;  their  average  age  is  less,  and  their  previous  advan¬ 
tages  have  been  more  limited  ;  but  a  very  commendable  spirit 
of  study  has  been  awakened,  and  decided  progress  has  been 
made.  Some  of  our  girls  can  hardly  be  excelled  in  reading  in 
any  of  our  common  schools  ;  the  same  is  true  of  their  spelling 
and  penmanship.  I  have  frequently  observed  also  that  visitors, 
listening  to  their  general  exercises  in  mental  arithmetic, 
could  scarcely  keep  pace  with  them.  We  regard  our  schools  as 
of  great  value,  and  decidedly  successful. 

A  judicious  discipline  has  been  well  maintained  in  all  the 
families,  so  that  no  outbreak  whatever  has  occurred  during  the 
year,  and  but  comparatively  few  individual  cases  of  violent 
behavior  or  persistent  disobedience,  requiring  exclusion  from 
the  family  and  deprivation  of  privileges.  We  have  experienced 
great  relief  and  gratification  also  in  the  increased  spirit  of  con¬ 
tentment  and  love  of  the  institution  on  the  part  of  the  girls,  so 
that  we  have  had  but  three  attempts  to  escape  during  the  year. 
One  girl,  in  April,  attempted  to  escape,  but,  after  an  absence  of 
an  hour,  was  returned,  and  has  since  manifested  a  spirit  of  con¬ 
tentment  and  obedience.  In  June,  a  little  girl  of  nine  years,  a 
few  days  after  coming  to  us,  sought,  from  home-sickness  alone, 
to  return  home,  but,  after  a  mile’s  travel,  was  returned  ;  and,  in 
August,  a  girl,  who  has  a  peculiar  propensity  for  roving,  having 
run  away  from  Ohio  to  Massachusetts,  previous  to  committal, 
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stepped  out  just  at  night-fall,  but  returned  of  her  own  accord 
in  about  an  hour.  Did  we  not  succeed  in  making  our  houses 
true  homes ,  with  genuine  family  interest  and  affection  pervading 
all  departments  to  a  very  considerable  degree,  I  think  the  defect 
would  be  manifest  in  greatly  increased  endeavors  to  leave  us,  as 
we  have  no  gates,  bolts  nor  bars  to  prevent  escape.  In  addition, 
we  endeavor  to  convince  our  girls  of  the  great  dangers  to  which 
they  expose  themselves  by  running  away,  and  assure  them  that, 
as  we  regard  this  as  fraught  with  the  greatest  danger  to  them, 
and  pernicious  in  its  influence  over  others,  and  thus  one  of  the 
greatest  wrongs  they  can  here  commit,  so  for  no  other  offence 
will  we  so  severely  punish. 

The  ruin  of  a  girl  is  almost  certainly  involved  in  an  escape 
from  us,  especially  if  she  reaches  any  large  place  ;  hence  our 
earnest  efforts,  by  all  means,  to  establish  in  their  minds  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  value  of  their  homes,  and  to  entwine  their  affections 
around  them.  I  think  our  success  in  this  is  beyond  that  of  all 
former  years,  so  that  most  of  the  girls  do  consider  the  various 
officers  here  as  their  best  and  truest  friends,  and  this  their 
dearest  home. 

The  pressure  upon  us  to  receive  new  inmates,  from  all  parts 
of  the  State,  has  been  as  great  as  heretofore,  and  we  have  (until 
within  a  month  or  two,)  been  wholly  unable  to  receive  many 
who  have  been  presented  ;  but  we  shall  expect  to  do  something 
more  in  a  few  weeks,  as  House  No.  5  is  being  enlarged  to 
accommodate  ten  additional  girls.  But  how  limited  are  these 
accommodations,  in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  whole  Com¬ 
monwealth  !  Far  greater  efforts  should  be  made  to  save  the 
girls  of  our  State  from  ruin  and  woe.  In  all  our  cities,  large 
towns  and  manufacturing  villages,  there  are  numbers  who  are 
falling  under  corrupt  influences,  and  are  being  led  astray,  often 
before  parents  or  friends  are  aware  of  any  serious  danger. 

Association  with  evil  companions  on  the  street,  and  in  saloons 
and  various  public  places  of  amusement,  and  even  in  some  of 
our  public  schools,  has  proved,  and  is  proving,  occasion  of  ruin 
to  many.  Louder,  perhaps,  than  heretofore,  has  the  cry  come 
to  us  of  outrage,  seduction  and  violence,  calling  upon  us,  as 
guardians  of  social  order  and  purity,  and  upon  all  in  their 
individual  relations,  to  labor  more  earnestly  to  check  the  growing 
evil  by  efforts  to  restore  the  fallen,  and  create  a  purer  and  higher 
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tone  of  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  great  evils  which  now 
prevail  and  fearfully  threaten  us,  of  intemperance,  gambling 
and  licentiousness.  Yet  we  are  encouraged  in  our  work  by 
observing  evidences  of  increased  thought  and  effort  to  secure  a 
better  state  of  society,  and  to  advance  the  work  of  juvenile 
reform.  Certain  I  am  that  we  cannot  feel  too  deeply,  or  labor 
too  zealously,  to  secure  a  universal  interest,  with  both  individual 
and  associated  effort  in  all  communities.  The  large  number  of 
orphans  or  half  orphans  left  to  us  by  the  war  for  the  overthrow 
of  this  iniquitous  rebellion,  is  almost  of  necessity  increasing  the 
objects  of  care  and  labor  in  our  reformatory  schools,  as,  often, 
they  have  none  to  properly  watch  over  and  provide  for  them, 
and  gradually  some  are  drawn  aside  from  truth,  honesty  and 
virtue.  Should  not  each  city  and  town  regard  all  these  children 
as  a  sacred  trust,  and  make  whatever  effort  is  necessary  to 
protect,  guard  and  educate  those  who  have  been  deprived  of 
parental  care,  in  this  strife  for  freedom  and  right  ? 

For  the  decrease  of  juvenile  crime,  and  for  the  right  training 
of  our  children  and  youth,  we  would  still  further  inquire 
whether  more  cannot  be  done  by  individual  families  than  is  now 
done,  by  adopting  or  receiving  poor,  ignorant,  friendless  chil¬ 
dren  and  educating  them  in  all  proper  domestic  labor,  in 
general  knowledge,  and  in  all  good  moral  and  religious  habits. 
Evidently,  here  is  missionary  work  that  many  families  might 
undertake,  and  find  ample  scope  for  personal  effort  and  self- 
denial,  which,  in  many  cases,  will  be  abundantly  rewarded  by 
loving  service  and  attachment,  and  grateful  remembrance  in 
after  years.  This  was  a  practice  of  frequent  occurrence  in  some 
places,  in  years  past,  and  we  should  rejoice  to  see  a  revival  of  it. 
Ought  not  Christian  and  benevolent  families  to  inquire  whether 
it  be  right  for  them  to  lavish  labor  and  expenditure  upon  them¬ 
selves  alone,  when  many  are  around  them  destitute,  whom  a 
little  effort  and  self-denial  might  bless  and  save?  We  would 
that  more  of  the  Gospel’s  influences  might  be  exerted  in  this 
direction.  One  great  embarrassment  in  our  labors  here  is  the 
difficulty  of  finding  suitable  families  who  will  patiently  bear 
with  the  faults  of  our  girls,  and,  in  a  loving  spirit,  continue  the 
efforts  at  reform  here  commenced,  but  not  fully  established ; 
and,  often,  because  a  girl  does  not  prove  valuable  as  a  servant, 
or  yields  to  some  of  her  old  temptations,  she  is  bitterly  com- 
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plained  of,  and  returned  from  the  family  to  our  institution. 
Are  there  not  those  who  cannot  cross  the  sea  to  heathen  lands, 
or  go  to  labor  among  the  freedmen,  yet  who  can  take  to  their 
homes  and  hearts  some  of  these  waifs  upon  society,  and 
experience  a  reward  in  self-denying  effort  to  reform  evil  habits 
and  establish  good  ones  ? 

Might  not  much  be  done  also  by  the  establishment  of 
Homes,  by  the  benevolent  in  our  large  communities,  like  the 
one  so  successfully  inaugurated  at  Newton  ;  or  by  their  estab¬ 
lishment,  by  the  city  authorities,  in  connection  with  other  public 
buildings,  as  at  Lowell,  with  their  almshouse,  though  distinct 
from  it  ?  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  feasible  and  economical 
plan  for  every  city  and  large  place  to  adopt,  and  thus  save 
many  from  utter  ruin  through  neglect  and  the  vicious  influ¬ 
ences  of  every  city,  or  from  being  sent  to  us  or  to  Westborough. 

Again,  much  more  needs  to  be  done  to  prevent  successive 
generations  of  criminals  and  depraved  persons,  by  compelling 
the  abandonment  of  large,  ill-ventilated  tenement  houses.  Per¬ 
haps  legislation  is  necessary,  as  a  mere  sanitary  measure,  for  the 
protection  of  society,  to  break  up  and  in  future  prevent  such 
congregating  and  herding  together  in  unsuitable,  disease-breed¬ 
ing,  and  morally  pestiferous  and  destructive  places.  It  is  said 
that  in  one  of  our  cities,  there  live  in  these  tenement  houses, 
people  packed  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  to 
the  square  acre,  or  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  to  the 
square  mile.  How  apparent  is  it,  that  physical,  mental,  and 
moral  deterioration  must  be  certain  and  rapid.  The  virtuous 
poor  and  the  wicked,  the  industrious  and  the  indolent,  the  sober 
and  the  intemperate  and  licentious,  live  under  the  same  roof, 
the  children  of  all  these  families  meeting  in  the  same  yard  and 
street ;  and,  as  surely  as  that  “  evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners,”  so  surely  are  we  fostering  or  permitting  foun¬ 
tains  of  vice,  impiety,  and  crime,  to  furnish  us  with  continual 
subjects  for  reform. 

Again,  let  continual,  persistent  efforts  be  made  to  enforce  the 
laws  already  existing,  and  tone  up  public  sentiment  for  their 
proper  support  in  suppressing  intemperance  through  the  com¬ 
munity,  sweeping  away  the  grog-shops  and  their  adjuncts, 
and  we  may  hope  to  have  a  truly  Christian  State,  and  train 
up  children  who  shall  not  be  so  thoroughly  depraved  and 
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degraded  by  inherited  tendencies  from  imbruted,  sensual, 
and  intemperate  parents,  as  to  make  it  almost  a  hopeless  task 
from  such  wretched  material  to  make  true,  virtuous,  upright 
men  and  women  to  compose  society.  Unless  the  present  gener¬ 
ation  reform  its  own  habits  and  enter  upon  virtuous  living,  it 
may  expect  to  find  that  the  next  generation  will  present  a  still 
larger  number  of  inmates  for  our  reformatories  and  prisons  ; 
for,  “  as  is  the  mother  so  will  be  the  daughter,  and  as  the  father 
so  the  son,”  and  with  increased  intensity  of  perverseness  and 
wickedness. 

Again  do  I  repeat  my  conviction  that  a  chief  element  of 
reform  and  elevation  in  our  institution  is  Biblical  instruction, 
and  the  prayerful,  Christian  example  of  our  excellent  ladies. 
We  observe  an  increased  attachment,  on  the  part  of  our  girls, 
to  their  matrons,  and  a  growing  desire  to  become  like  them,  to 
adopt  their  views,  and  to  imitate  them  in  religious  duties ;  and 
we  shall  hope  and  believe  that  many  will  continue  so  to  do 
when  they  shall  have  left  us,  and  through  life.  Morning  and 
evening  worship  is  maintained  in  each  family  ;  in  the  summer, 
all  the  families  meet  for  morning  worship  in  the  chapel.  Our 
Sunday  services  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  of  rich  interest, 
and,  we  believe,  profit.  In  no  Sunday  school  that  I  have 
attended,  have  I  observed  better  attention  and  order,  or  more 
perfect  lessons.  We  know  that  very  much  good  seed  is  sown 
in  their  hearts,  and  we  believe  that  the  promise  shall  not  fail, 
that  it  shall  spring  up  and  bear  fruit,  some  thirty,  some  sixty, 
and  some  a  hundred  fold.  To  this  end  may  we  crave  the 
prayers  of  all  the  good,  that  He  whose  will  it  is  that  not  one 
of  these  little  ones  should  perish,  shall  here  gather  multitudes 
to  His  fold. 

I  desire  again  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  worth 
and  Christian  excellence  of  the  ladies  associated  here  in  labor, 
and  my  great  obligations  to  them,  as  also  to  your  entire  Board, 
and  especially  your  Executive  Committee,  for  their  frequent 
and  valuable  counsel  and  continued  kindness. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MARCUS  AMES, 
Superintendent  and  Chaplain. 
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PHYSICIAN’S  REPOET. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Industrial  School  for  Girls  : 

Gentlemen, — There  has  been  no  marked  change  in  the  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  the  institution  since  my  last  Report ;  no  death 
during  the  year.  The  only  suggestions  I  have  to  offer,  are 
those  contained  in  my  Report  of  last  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  L.  S.  THOMSON. 


Lancaster,  Sept.  30,  1865. 
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FARMER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Industrial  School  for  Girls : 

Gentlemen,— The  labor  of  the  farmer  is  again  summed  up 
by  the  ingathering  of  another  harvest. 

The  past  season  has  had  its  advantages  and  disadvantages  for 
the  farmer.  We  have  a  full  average  crop  of  hay,  roots,  and 
grain.  I  have  had  ten  acres  under  cultivation,  besides  two 
acres  to  garden  vegetables. 

By  referring  to  the  inventory  of  farm  crops  it  will  appear 
that  they  have  been  good. 

The  weather  lias  been  so  dry,  it  has  been  particularly  favor¬ 
able  for  working  on  low  land.  I  have  been  able  to  do  consid¬ 
erable  on  the  interval  this  fall,  by  cutting  a  new  bed  for  the  Still 
River,  and  thus  getting  a  better  drainage  than  formerly,  besides 
securing  several  hundred  loads  of  valuable  muck. 

By  the  wisdom  of  the  commissioners  who  located  the  insti¬ 
tution,  not  only  the  families  but  the  farm-stock  have  had  from 
those  unfailing  springs  they  brought  to  us  from  Bolton  a  full 
supply  of  pure  water  through  this  unprecedented  drouth. 

Thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  innumerable  blessings 
the  past  year, 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 


A.  E.  BOYNTON. 


Dr.  State  Farm  in  account  with  A.  E.  Boynton,  Farmer. 
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